NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Office of Fisheries

Establishment of the Louisiana Catch and Cook Program and Permit

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries hereby gives
notice of its intent to establish the Louisiana Catch and Cook
Program. The program  will allow permitted retail food
establishments to prepare certain recreational fish caught by
properly licensed fisherman. Rules and regulations, penalties,
terms, conditions, requirements and related matters are being
proposed.

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of
the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of
Intent and the Final Rule, including but not limited to, the
filing of the Fiscal and Economic Impact Statements, the filing
of the Notice of Intent and final Rule and the preparation of
reports and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
PART VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing

§379. Louisiana Catch and Cook Program and Permit



A. The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized
to establish the Louisiana Catch and Cook Program and Permit
pursuant to R.S. 56:317. Notwithstanding any provision of the
State Sanitary Code or any other law or regulation to the
contrary, it shall be lawful for a retail food establishment to
receive and prepare any freshwater or saltwater recreational
fish as defined in R.S. 56:8.

B. Any retail food establishment as defined in LAC
51:XXIIT.101 (A), 1is authorized to prepare any fish legally
taken and possessed by a licensed recreational fisherman for
consumption by that recreational fisherman or any person in his
party. The retail food establishment must possess a Louisiana
Catch and Cook Program permit issued by the department.
Possession of a permit does not exempt the permittee from any
other law or regulation.

C. Permittees will be required to abide by the following
conditions that shall be enforced by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Office of Public Health:

1. The retail establishment shall complete, date, and
have the recreational fisherman who brings the fish in for
preparation sign an assumption of risk form. The completed,
dated, and signed form shall be maintained at the establishment

for a period of no less than ninety days. The establishment



shall provide the completed forms to the state health officer
upon request.

2. The retail food establishment shall receive only fish
that have been cleaned, filleted, placed in clean, food-grade,
single-service packaging, and properly refrigerated.

3. The retail food establishment shall inspect the fish
for freshness and proper receiving temperature.

4. The fish shall be properly labeled with the date,
time, and name of the recreational fisherman.

5. The retail food establishment shall store, prepare,
and otherwise handle the fish separately from products being
prepared for and served to the general public.

6. The retail food establishment shall store, prepare,
and otherwise handle the fish in compliance with provisions of
the state Sanitary Code (LAC Title 51, Part XXIII).

7. The retail food establishment shall prepare and serve
the fish to the recreational fisherman or any person in his
party within four hours of receipt of the fish.

8. Containers, preparation tables, cutting boards,
utensils, and other food preparation equipment used to prepare
and serve the fish shall be properly cleaned and sanitized in
accordance with provisions of the state Sanitary Code (LAC Title
51, Part XXIII) prior to use preparing foods to serve to the

general public.



9. The fish shall be served directly to the recreational
fisherman or any person in his party immediately upon the
completion of cooking and shall not be served to the general
public.

D. Permits may be obtained at no cost, from the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or any authorized method.
The permit is wvalid for one calendar year, beginning on January
1 and expiring on December 31 of the same calendar year. The
permit may be obtained at any time of the year until November 15
for the current license year. A permit obtained on or after
November 15 of the current license year shall be valid for the
remainder of the current license year and expires on December 31
of the immediately following license year. The Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries shall provide the names and locations of
each participating retail food establishment to the Department
of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health upon request.

E. Permits may be suspended or revoked by the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries for any violation of the rules and
regulations of this program or on the written recommendation of

the Department of Health and Hospitals.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:317.



HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR (October
2014) .

Family Impact Statement

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999 regular session of the
Louisiana Legislature, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family
Impact Statement 1in connection with the preceding Notice of
Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the six
criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Poverty Impact Statement
The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as

described in R.S.49:973.

Provider Impact Statement
This Rule has no known impact on providers as described in

HCR 170 of the 2014 Regular Legislative Session.

Public Comments

Written comments may be addressed to Robert Bourgeois,
Biologist DCL-B, Office of Fisheries, Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 or via e-mail

at rbourgeois@wlf.la.gov no later than 4:30 p.m., Wednesday,

December 1, 2014.

Billy Broussard


mailto:rbourgeois@wlf.la.gov

Chairman



